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Recently, the Basic Plan for Mental Health and Welfare was announced under the leadership of the Ministry of
Health and Welfare and the necessity of a national licensure system for professionals who can provide
client-oriented mental health services is being highlighted again. The pre-existing national and private mental
health related certifications have different standards and evaluation system, so it has not reached an agreement on
the basic composition requirements of psychological counseling experts and the standards for evaluating
professionalism. Therefore, the main purpose of this study was to discuss the direction of securing the profession
identity of counseling profession and to explore issues to be considered in the process of legislation. To this end,
this study addressed implications by examining the case of the United States in the psychological service
legislation study, which was the basis of the Psychological Services Act 1. Specifically, we proposed to establish
graduate-level training to ensure the quality of training through establishing standards for educational qualification
and a systemic training system, introducing an accreditation system for the graduate training, and collaboration
between educational institutions and training sites. Lastly, the purpose of this study was not to imitate foreign
models, but this study discussed the necessity to establish the unique identity of counseling to meet the needs of
our society in consideration of the socio-cultural characteristics of Korea, and the need for the unique identity to

be reflected in the legislation currently being discussed.

Key words : Bill for Psychological Service, Psychologist Licensure, Accreditation, qualification management, Psychological
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